
Our favorite singing Coach 

shares some inside info. about  

herselfñEd. 

Number  of years  
singing Barbershop:  

35.  I won the SAI  

championship in 1976 (High 

Society), 1988 (Savvy) and 

2001 (a cappella gold).  Plus 

the chorus contest in 1975 

and 2002 (both San Diego. 

Once on the risers and 

once as Director) so Iõm 

definitely a life-long barber-

shop singer and director.  

Family /Friends:   

One son and a husband-to-

be as of Nov 26th.  

Biggest project youõre 

currently working on 

(outside of MVE):  

This October my quartet, 

Affinity, will be competing 

in Seattle at the SAI  

International competition. 

In November Iõm getting 

married. In October 2011 

the San Diego chorus will  

be in Houston, also compet-

ing. Those three events fill 

the majority of my time. 

Favorite sports team : 

I like Sunday afternoon 

baseball games ð mostly the 

Padres but I just like base-

ball in general.  

Favorite Beverage:   

Diet coke, good scotch, 

Starbucks Chai Tea latte 

Favorite Wisconsin 

Food:   

I just had my first Butter-

burger and had frozen  

custard from Kopps. Wow! 

Theyõre both terrific! And I 

love Wisconsin cheese as 

well, especially the squeaky 

stuff.  

How about the MVE?  

I love the energy and crea-

tivity of MVE. Coaching you 

is a joy! 

 Put me in Coach! . . .  An interview with Kim Hulbert  
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Good Luck to All! 

Celebrating 

over 20 years 

of Excellence 

in Barbershop 

Harmony! 

The Queen and the Olympiansñ 

Coach Kim Hulbert and her adoring 
charges from Team MVE. Clockwise 
from top left: Bob Fichtner, Mike 

Lietke,, Sean Murphy, Scott Haugen. 

 
Back in the Game 

The MVE was once again invited 
to perform the National Anthem 
before the Milwaukee Brewersñ
Texas Rangers baseball game on 

June 12. 

Our lucky influence had no  
effect this year, however, as the 
Crew came out on the short end, 

losing 3-4. 



Two years later my friend Pat  

Ganswindt told me about the cho-

rus and more information about 

practice times and the background 

of the chorus.   

  

First BHS International:  

I will be going to Philly this year and 

am really looking forward to it.  I 

enjoy the performance aspect of 

any endeavor that I get to do.   

For my first year going to interna-

tional, I am keeping an open   ex-

pectation about the other  cho-

ruses to see what our competition 

is.  Seeing is believing for me.   

I know we will do great and really 

look forward to adding this journey 

to my musical experiences.   

Todd Schroekenthaler  

Music Experience:    

I sang in high school chorus,     

madrigal group, and quartet (that 

was back in the dark ages).  I also 

sang with a college manõs chorus, 

and performed for weddings and 

churches as a soloist. 

Family   

My wife Hildur, who is from Ice-

land; our three sons Tryggvi, Thor 

and Kristofer; two grandchildren, 

Kristian and Isabella. 

In my previous life, Ié 

Hmmmé..I was a singer? Or 

maybe I was a bird ð not sure. I 

sang either way, I guess! 

 

What  brought me to MVE:    

I wanted to get back out and use 

my voice. The MVE didnõt seem as 

stuffy as some other groups. We 

have fun, and itõs an interesting mix 

of singing and performance art. 

  

First BHS International:  

It is indeed my first experience. I 

am a bit nervous. I sure donõt want 

to be the guy falling off the risers or 

singing out of place. 

However, I think it will be fun, as 

well as an exciting experience! 

 Freshman Class  . . . New members prep for first International  
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Ready to Swim! 

 

New members (L to R)  
Josh Schroeckenthaler,    

Pat Ganswindt,             
Sean Murphy                  

and Matt McClellan       
show off their best Olympic 

form before heading to 
their first BHS International 

competition. 

 

(Not pictured:                

Ben Stephany) 

Some of our ònewbiesó 
graciously offered to share 
their stories of how they    

discovered the MVE.ñ-Ed. 

Matt  McClellen  

Music Experience:    

Growing up I was involved with 

sing around Nebraska in four 

consecutive years.  In high school 

I was a member of our Swing 

choir which I also helped choreo-

graph during my junior and senior 

year.   

After graduation, I traveled in an 

organization called Up With Peo-

ple for one year traveling to over 

13 countries performing 

and doing community service in 

each city visited.   

 

What  brought me to MVE:    

I heard the MVE perform on the 

radio during one of their Christ-

mas shows promotions.  I really 

enjoyed the music I heard but 

missed the details about the   

organization to get involved.   

ò I . . . look forward to 

adding this journey to 

my musical 

experiences.ó 

 

     -Matt  

 

òThe MVE didnõt seem 

as stuffy as some other 

groups.ó 

 

     -Todd 

 



VOLUME I I I ,  ISSUE I I I  

Symphony Orchestraõs recent Ameri-

cana concert. 

  Shown below is a photo of the quar-

tet in their ready room with Maestro 

Marvin Hamlisch. 

Since the quartet appeared nameless, 

the Maestro made one up for the quar-

tet during the first performance right in 

front of 2200 people - Below The 

Town.  It was the humorous opposite 

to the bluegrass group, Above The 

Town, that also performed on the  

program.   

  The Maestroõs interview schtick be-

fore and after they sang helped the 

foursome have even more fun in those 

brief minutes singing "This Land is Your 

Land" linked to "America the Beautiful." 

 Audiences, the Maestro, Lee Erickson 

(the MSO Chorus director) and man-

agement offstage were all beaming 

every time. 

  After the performances, the quartet 

sent out an email about Bo, saying, òHis 

willingness to work with us, his gener-

osity of time, and kindly manner were 

simply awesome--and it showed in the 

three performances.  Special thanks go 

to Bo!ó 

  Bo ð thanks for all you do for barber-

shop and the MVE! 

The performing chorus pictured on 

page 4 of this newsletter is the most 

public face of the MVE.  However, 

many of the members of the Midwest 

Vocal Express are involved in what can 

be considered the purest form of   

barbershopping ð the quartet.   

  One of those members is John "Bo" 

Gibson, (above, center) and he has 

been barbershopping for a lo-o-o-ng 

time. 

  Bo performs regularly with Easy Days 

quartet at the Harmony Inn the Village 

in Greendale, WI.  A few weeks ago, he 

coached a quartet made up of members 

of the Milwaukee Symphony Chorus for 

their performance with the Milwaukee 

 Bo Knows Barbershop . . . MSO taps the BBS pro  
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President and Mrs. Lincoln  

Join òAmericana Celebrationó 
 

Renowned historical impersonators   
Michael Krebs and Debra Ann Miller 
graced the stage as President Abraham 
Lincoln and his wife, Mary Todd Lincoln, 
in three inspiring performances with the 

MVE on May 22-23.   

The shows at Greendale High School 
and at the historic Opera House in 
Stoughton, Wisconsin also featured 
headliner quartet O.C. Times, along with 

District Champ quartet Skyline. 

The three well-received shows and  
Afterglow drew over 700 attendeesñ

and heartfelt applause. 

http://www.mso.org/
http://www.mve.org/
http://www.harmonyinnthevillage.com/
http://www.mso.org/

