


« « « « Highlights from Rock Valley Shows

The Rock Valley Badger Chordhawks

Chorus, led by director Jennifer Johnson,
invited the MVE as special guests for their
November |3 Shows at the Performing Arts
Center in Janesville, Wisconsin.

The highlight of the visit was the incredible
“lunch” hosted by the Janesville chapter,

which prominently featured a vast array of
delectable desserts.

The MVE also performed “Flying Sinatra”
medley and “Mary Did You Know” for the
afterglow, which had all in attendance com-
pletely enthralled.

The MVE is grateful to Rock Valley and its
supporters for their generous hospitality!
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EXPRESSIONS!




oo oo GUest Night report from Scott Ganswind¢

On October 4, 2010 we held the
first of what | hope will be many
guest nights as we begin our
membership campaign.

For all that were in attendance, you
could tell that the evening was
“special” from the moment that you
walked through the door.

Maybe it was the unknown factors
of which new people were going to
be coming through the door that
created it. Or maybe it was the
anticipation that led up to the even-
ing that created a buzz.

Whatever it was, you could see

from the very beginning that every-
one who was there was having a
good time.

The verdict is still out on how suc-
cessful this guest night was at its
intended purpose. Of the eight

guests that were in attendance, four

are still regularly coming and have
expressed an interest in joining.

But there were underlying effects
that were felt by everyone. Time at
the beginning of rehearsal to have a
chance to get to know everyone,

even the people we have known for
10+ years, seemed to put everyone
in a jovial mood.

In addition, the singing that evening
was fabulous. It was nice to see
people struggling to find a spot on

the risers with the 70 men that
were there. The post rehearsal
impromptu tag singing topped off
the night perfectly.

It was refreshing to see everyone
still there 20 minutes after rehears-
al ended. It seemed that no one
wanted the evening to end.

So now you must be saying to your-
self, “if that was so much fun, why
don’t we do it again?” The wheels
are in motion for a second guest
night in January.

Once our Christmas show is in the
books, the guest night committee
will begin meeting again to set up
what promises to be another fun
evening that everyone will remem-
ber, just like October 4 is firmly

entrenched in my memory for years
to come.
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MVE Recordings for sale

MVE launched the MVEvolution DVD
and Christmas with MVE CD in 2007
and this year we have the new live CD
recording of Big Band Christmas.

The sales from these recordings have
brought in well over $20,000 in profits
for the chorus. If you don’t believe

recordings are important, look what the
Vocal Majority did.

MVE Business growth through
Donations, Grants and Sponsors

Grants to MVE: Campac and Wisconsin
Arts Board.

Sponsors: The Reiman Family Founda-
tion has been very generous to the
MVE in support of expenses, risers,
the Harmony Inn and much more.

Member corporate donations continue
to bring in revenues.
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The Bottom Line

Marketing has accepted the challenge to
position MVE as a tremendous value to
audiences and patrons. We have
created capacity audiences, built an
excited group of patrons, found
additional opportunities to perform
within the community and developed
new revenue streams to augment the
performance base.

Moving forward, MVE has established
itself around the state of Wisconsin as a
valuable show for most venues. It adds
to our audience base, gives us a chance
to sell recordings and gets us more sing-
ing opportunities for our members. This
is truly a win-win for MVE.

In 2010 we have come to a new point in
our history. MVE has voted to skip
International, in order to concentrate on
improving the singing, and growing the
membership.
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It is my belief we are in the best position
possible to achieve our goals with the
underlying support of our current
marketing strategy.

We have reached a point of financial
stability to meet the music team goals
and to fund the operating expenses of
the chorus. Both are important to
sustaining the growth of MVE.

Marketing, Music and Membership drive
the MVE leadership team and all three

have a unique and vital role in keeping
the MVE great.

With the success of the planned revenue
generators, we bring in the best coaches,
pay our bills, stand on new risers, have a
restaurant club house home, and - best

of all - support the members in any way
we can.

We are moving ahead with confidence.

o o o
ooonoouooo-nooo-o

EXPRESSIONS!



Expressions is a publication for
the members, family & friends of
the Midwest Vocal Express Male
A Cappella Chorus.

Please direct any comments,
inquiries, or content suggestions to
Randy.Will @ mve.org.

The MVE is the Greendale,
Wisconsin Chapter of the
Barbershop Harmony Society
dedicated to providing its members,

audiences & community with:
- Entertainment Excellence

- Education in this unique
American Musical Style

- Altruistic Service

www.mve.org
wwww.facebook.com/MidwestVocalExpress

twitter.com/MidwestVocalExp

grant from Milwaukee County.

CAMPAC

The Midwest Vocal Express is supported in part by a grant from the Wisconsin Arts Board with
funds from the State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts; and a CAMPAC

Visitors are always welcome to our Monday night rehearsals at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 6705

Northway, Greendale, Wisconsin. Mailing address : PO Box 543, Greendale, WI 53129
Phone 888.240.4446

’Q
WISCONSIN al’ts BOARD

Creativity. Culture. Community. Commerce.

e o000 Somments from a Gold Medalist coach

By Josh Umhoefer

Words cannot describe the pride | felt
in the MVE the night of November 22.
Thank you for an absolutely incredible
evening with our coach, Sean Devine.

You were each asked to give your indi-
vidual all for nearly 3.5 hours, and you
never backed down or complained.
Even after 2+ hours when our energy
flagged a bit and started to become
difficult to focus, the quickest reminder
got everybody back in performance
mode, "default face" ready.

Sean was flying high after that night.

He was telling the truth when he said
he is a big fan of ours, and we reflected
that same admiration and respect for

him - by letting him come in and take us
on a magical, musical journey. Thank
you for your attendance, your attention,
and your trust in him.

He mentioned, unprompted, the ending
scene of the County Fair set in Salt Lake
City - and how incredibly artistic he
thought our exit was, as each man
retired from “the fair” in full character,
maintaining character and quality singing
until the end. Not for a comedy set, but
an impactful straight song.

After rehearsal, he shared with the team
that his session with us was "the best
response | have ever had in front of a
chorus" in terms of our attention,
responsiveness, and commitment.

He also told me later on how
impressed he was with the chorus'
singing - and how strong he felt our
leadership was. What a great
compliment for a gold medalist
(chorus and quartet) to tell us how
great WE are!

This is great stuff, guys. Please make
sure that once Grant releases the
tapes from that night - get on the
website and listen to them. If we
commit to what Sean asked of us, this
could very well be the best Christmas
Show we have ever put on!

By the way, we have already asked
Sean to come back in February 201 1.
Woatch your email for an announce-
ment of coaching session dates.




